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Breeding Ecology of Turdus merula in Xinxiang Yellow River Wetland

Niu Hongxing' , Li Junlou', Guo Yuming®, Feng Shenglin®, Qin Yuanzhao®, Ban Yongtian®, Bu Yanzhen'

(1.College of Life Science, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang, 453007, China;

2.Administration Bureau of Xinxiang National Nature Reserve, Xinxiang, 453000, China)

Abstract : Turdus merula began to inhabit in Xinxiang and became the resident bird in 1996. But its reproduction status
is not yet known. In order to clarily the breeding ecology in this region, the method of localization observation were adopted to
research breeding ecology and nest-site selection of T. merula in the Wetland Birds National Nature Reserve of Yellow River in
Xinxiang from March to July, 2017.The results revealed that T. merula entered estrus period in early March and paired in mid-
March. with obviously occupied area behavior. The task of nesting was undertaken by the females in late March, which lasted
for 4—10 days. The earliest spawning behavior occurred in March 28, and the latest occurred in May 16. The spawning period
sustained for one week, with the clutch size of (5.0940.70) (n=11). The egg length. egg width and egg weight were (31.164
2.06)mm, (23.11£0.68)mm, and (6.73+0.85)g respectively. Furthermore, the incubating duty was assumed by females with
a period of 13— 14 days, while the hatching rate was 85.71%. The brooding period was usually 13—15 days, and the survival
rate reached 54.17 %.
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